
WYPDES Inspection Process For Coal Bed 

Methane Facilities



READ YOUR PERMIT!!!!

·The majority of the non-compliance issues inspectors find 

during inspections result from permitteesnot completely 

reading their permits.

·Donõt assume if you read one permit that your other 

permit(s) have the same requirements written into them.

·Permits may have the same requirements but they may be 

written in different areas of the permit.



What To Expect When You Get An 

Inspection 

·Inspections typically involve a review of the records and a 

field inspection of the facility.

·There may be inspections where only the records or the field 

inspections will be conducted.

·Keep your records organized. Records must be retained for 3 

years. Inspectors get cranky if they have to organize your 

records in order to do a review.



During The Records Review
·The records review is basically a QA/QC check of the 

information reported on the Discharge Monitoring Reports 
(DMRõs) and the laboratory reports.

·Enforcement actions due to exceedancesreported on the 
DMRõs are generated by the WDEQ compliance staff and not 
the inspectors. Enforcement actions due to QA/QC issues 
are generated by the inspectors

·If goundwatermonitoring and/or reservoir bonding is 
required by the permit, approval will be verified at this time.                                                    



In The Field



Field Inspections
·Expect the inspector to sample a minimum of 3 outfalls or 

20% of the outfalls depending on the number of outfalls 
permitted for a facility. All constructed outfalls will be visited 
during the inspection.

·This is not written in stone. An inspector may want to do 
additional sampling if they suspect there may be water quality 
issues at other outfalls.

·An inspector will want to visit the outfalls even if they are 
not discharging.



What Are Inspectors Looking For?
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Facility Identification Signs

·All facilities shall be clearly identified with an all weather sign 

with the following information.

·Name of company, corporation, person(s) who hold the permit, and the 

WYPDES permit number.

·The contact name and phone number of the person responsible for the 

records.

·The name of the facility (lease, well number, etc.) and the outfall number.



Signs

·Signs vary from company to company. The important thing is 

that they have the information on them that is needed.



Different Sizes, Shapes, and 

Information



Signs, Signs, Everywhere a Sign



Freefall of Discharges

·Reasons a freefall is needed.

·A freefall insures that a representative sample can be collected 

of the water being discharged.

·A freefall insures you can obtain an accurate flow rate.

·An unobstructed freefall helps to insure you are not adding 

anything to your sample that could put you out of compliance.



Improperly Constructed Outfalls








