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Overview

ÇCh. 1, Sec. 20 ïAgricultural Water Supply

ÇAppendix H ïAgricultural Use Protection
ÁBrief History ïFrom a Policy to a Rule

ÁCurrent Draft
ÁPurpose

ÁLivestock Watering

ÁIrrigation

ÇKnown Irrigation Uses in Wyoming CBM 
Development Basins

ÇQuestions and Comments



Training Session 2: Agricultural Use Protection

Chapter 1, Section 20

Agricultural Water Supply

ñUnless otherwise demonstrated, all Wyoming 

surface waters have the natural water quality for use 

as an agricultural water supply.ò

ÇSurface waters shall be maintained at a 
quality which allows continued use for 
agricultural purposes

ÇNo measurable decrease in 
agricultural production 

V The procedures used to implement Ch. 1, Sec. 20 are 
described in Appendix H, ñAgricultural Use Protectionò
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Ç Policy ï2004 through current

Ç February 16, 2007 ïmeeting of the Wyoming 
Environmental Quality Council
ÁAppendix H remanded back to the WDEQ to rewrite 

the policy in rule form

ÁClarifications

Ç February 28, 2008 ï3rd Draft as a Proposed Rule

ÇMarch 28, 2008 ïmeeting of the Advisory Board
ÁLivestock Watering Limits

ÁRemoval of Metals from Rule

Appendix H, 

Agricultural Use Protection:

From a Policy to a Rule
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VPurpose

VLivestock Watering

V Irrigation

Appendix H, 

Agricultural Use Protection:

Current Draft as of April 3, 2008
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Purpose

ÇTranslate narrative goals expressed in 
Section 20 into appropriate WYPDES 
permit limits for maintaining agricultural 
use of the receiving waters

ÇñMeasurable Decreaseò
ÁLivestock Watering

ÁIrrigation

ÁDifficulty in measuring a loss in livestock or crops

ÁDischarges beginning prior to January 1, 1998
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ÇEnd-of-pipe limits

Á5,000 mg/L ïTDS

Á3,000 mg/L ïSulfate

Á2,000 mg/L ïChloride

ÁMetals removed from rule but will be 

maintained as WDEQ policy

ÇAmbient water quality above limits?

ÁLimits set to ambient

ÁLivestock Watering Waiver

Livestock Watering
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VArtificially Irrigated Lands

VNaturally Irrigated Lands

Irrigation

Electrical Conductivity (EC) and Sodium 

Adsorption Ratio (SAR) limits will be 

established  in permits where effluent 

discharges may reach irrigated lands.
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ÇWater intentionally applied for agricultural 
purposes

Ç Identification of AILs

ÁState Engineerôs Office ïpermitted uses

ÁPresence of constructed diversions

ÁCanals

ÁSpreader Dikes

ÁSpray Irrigation Systems

ÁEtc.

Artificially Irrigated Lands (AILs)
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Lands along stream channels exhibiting 
enhanced vegetative production due to 
periodic natural flooding or sub-irrigation

Naturally Irrigated Lands (NILs)



Naturally Irrigated Lands Cont.

Ç Identification of NILs

ÁInfrared Aerial Imagery

ÁSurficial Geologic Maps

ÁLandowner Testimony

ÁSite-specific assessment

ÇWhat qualifies as NIL?

ÁLocated on persistent active channel

ÁFloodplain deposits >50 ft in width

ÁMust be >20 acres in size, however, several small 
adjacent NILs that donôt meet the 20-acre size 
limitation individually may be consolidated into a 
single NIL.
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